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Finding my place within “the queer community” was a goal of mine ever since
I first came out in high school. While I have come out many times, and with
many different identities, this goal has remained the same.
Alongside this goal, being an artist was an identity I claimed far before I ever
heard the words “queer,” and “transgender.” What I didn’t realize is how much
these identities of mine intertwined.
It has taken me a long time to realize that there is no single definition of queer
community. There are so many different spaces where that community can exist, and so many different ways to imagine it. As a result, “the queer community” becomes many “queer communities.” Navigating these definitions was, and
continues to be, a challenge; especially as someone who believes the idea of
community is incredibly important. I believe that communities are things which
are created and sculpted by many.
Communities are always changing. They evolve with the world, and change
just as often as people do. I often find myself involved in communities in ways
I never expected. Last year, I decided to attend the book launch of one of my
former university instructors. I was astounded at the sheer warmth of the many
communities that existed in that space. It felt like something I had been looking
for for a very long time. The book launch was for Rita McKeough, who happens to be one of the most compassionate and understanding people I have
ever met. At this point, I had also been facilitating an art group at the Skipping
Stone Foundation for just over two months. It was these events together which
helped me realize that communities do not exist passively alongside art: communities create art, and often are created by art.
Facilitating Skipping Stone’s creative arts groups has been an opportunity to
help cultivate the communities I call home, and to share them with queer youth.
The most important thing in my eyes, is that communities and spaces for expression continue to change, and to be created.
– Levin Ifko, Creative Arts Group Facilitator, Skipping Stone Foundation

SpooOOOoky salutations, Children of Darkness! And a very special spooky season it is! Why? For
one, this October Gytha Press
turns one year old! What’s the
other reason? Why, it’s election
time! Talk to your friends and
family. Attend events & protests.
And above all, VOTE THIS OCTOBER 21. We demand climate
action. Funding for social services.
Pharmacare. Progressive taxes
which achieve true income equality. We understand that, for many in
our community, particularly those
with LGBTQ2+, migrant and other
minority identities, living in Calgary
over the last few years may have
been especially difficult. If you belong to one of these groups and
are feeling stressed, we urge you
to reach out to your support network - whether it’s friends, family,
your doctor, or your counsellor.
You can also reach out to: Immigrant Services Calgary (immigrantservicescalgary.ca) Calgary Outlink (calgaryoutlink.ca), Skipping
Stone (skippingstone.ca).
-Archie Sarjeant, Editor in Chief

Toad Hex is a production of Gytha Press (Liz McCord and AD Sarjeant) in
Calgary, AB on the territory of the Treaty 7 peoples.
Our contributors include (clockwise from top-right) Front: Sean Taal, Kaitlynn
Copithorne, Heidi Forsyth; Back: Eila Miller, Amanda Neves, Jillian Fleck; Article: Levin Ifko. Special Thanks to our promotional partner, Skipping Stone. If
you’re a Western Canadian comics creator and/or artist, we want to see your
stuff! Submit your portfolio or a link to your previous work via our contact page
at GYTHAPRESS.ORG. Do not send submissions or pitches.
We’re “GythaPress” on your SM of choice.
Your donations help us make amazing comics, art and lit that might not
otherwise be seen or heard. To help us do more, you can donate right
now via your mobile device scanning the QR code, or at to GYTHAPRESS.ORG/SUPPORT-US.

Trans ID Clinic | Oct 3 | 5:30-7:30
PM | Assistance for trans and gender diverse folks with name and
gender marker changes on their
government issued ID.
Strong Hearts | Oct 10, 6:30-8:30
PM | Support, information, and
community for trans women &
trans femme people over 16 y.o.
Tender Hearts | Oct 15, 6:30-8:30
PM | Support, information, and
community for trans men & trans
masculine people over 16 y.o.

